
AWARDS OF THE 31TH  VESOUL INTERNATIONAL  
FILM FESTIVAL OF ASIAN CINEMAS 

(FROM 11 TO 18, FEBRUARY, 2025) 
  
  
HONORARY GOLDEN CYCLO (offered by the Agglomera1on Community and the city 
of Vesoul): to Jia Zhang-ke director (China)and Zhao Tao, actress (China). 
  
CYCLO D'OR (offered by the Regional Council of Bourgogne-Franche-Comté), Interna@onal 
Jury: President: Jia Zhang-
ke, director(China), members: Mohammad Atebbai, producer, distributor (Iran), Teresa 
Kwong, producer (China), Janet Wu, producer (China). 
  
THE LAND OF MORNING CALM by Park Ri-
woong (South Korea) - Watching this film is like taking a dive into the sea. The director led us 
dive from the calming surface into the depth of life, entering the core zone 
of undercurrents of the surging reality.  
The director had unexpectedly managed to stay eased in his film language but keep focused o
n his observa>ons. It allows us to takea close gaze, to think, and to be touched by the light 
of humannature. 
  
GRAND JURY AWARD: 
ABEL by Elzat Eskendir (Kazakhstan). We are deeply moved by the authen>city and 
confidence of the director’s crea>ve vision. He reflects on 
the history of his own country with a determined and undisturbed aDtude. Through the caref
ully designed shots and movements, the director captures the conflicts and angers of the 
people on this desolate land, guiding the audience to follow and look back at the 
turbulent era Kazakhstan has experienced aFerindependence. The 
main actor Yerlan Tuleutayev portraysvulnerability and resilience with precision and subtlety, 
allowingus to empathize with the struggles of these ordinary individualsstriving to 
survive amidst the waves of historical change. 
  
JURY PRIZE (offered by the Departmental Council of Haute-Saône):  
DEAL AT THE 
BORDER by Dastan ZhaparRyskeldi (Kirghizistan) for its capability of masterfullyintertwining t
he themes of survival and moral choice, showcasing a remarkable performance by the male 
lead. This poignant work s>rsemo>ons and provokes thought. 
  
Special Men@on: TO KILL A MONGOLIAN HORSE by Jiang Xiaoxuan (China) 
  
NETPAC AWARD (NETWORK FOR THE PROMOTION OF ASIAN CINEMA), president: Jo Ji-
hoon, university (South Korea), members: Patrick 
Campos, Programmer (Philippines), Aloÿse de La Faye, specialist of burmese cinema 
  
ABEL by Elzat Eskendir (Kazakhstan). This film offers a powerfullook at the impact of 
the dismantling of collec>ve farms on the livesof shepherds in 



Kazakhstan aFer the USSR's collapse. ThroughAbel and his family, it shows 
how their tradi>onal values push them to the margins and provide a 
refuge from which they can restore their dignity and find their place in 
a changing world.Thedirector shows excep>onal direc>ng ability in this debut film. 
  
MARC HAAZ AWARD: ex-aequo, President: Patra Au, actress (Hong 
Kong), members: Jin Huaqing, director (China) and Maung Sun, director (Myanmar) 
  
DEAL AT THE BORDER by Dastan Zhapar Ryskeldi(Kyrgyzstan) for his script well-wriOen, and 
the produc>on carefullycraFed. We were cap>vated from the very beginning of this film. A 
simple story of love and the protagonist’s journey to discover the purpose of 
an otherwise insignificant existence. The ac>ng is believableand effec>ve. 
It is an ar>s>c film with the poten>al for 
mainstream success, making it easy to appreciate for all. 
  
FILM CRITICS’ AWARD, president: Hubert Niogret, cri1c (Posi1f) 
;members : Frédéric Ambroisine (specialist of Hong Kong cinema), Jean-Luc Gadreau (France 
culture) : 
  
ABEL by Elzat Eskendir (Kazakhstan) Among the selec>on of nine compe>ng films, all 
of which were interes>ng, ‘Abel’ stoodout to us as the revela>on of 
a true filmmaker through the qualityof its direc>on.  
The spa>al composi>on, the rhythm of its long takes, and the direc>on of non-
professional actors are the strengths of thisremarkably mature debut film. 
  
THE FRIENDS OF THE GUIMET MUSEUM (offered by The Society of The Friends 
of Musée Guimet), president: Christophe Calame, members: Nicole Judet-Brugier, 
Chantal Perianin 
 
DEAL AT THE BORDER by Dastan Zhapar Ryskeldi(Kirghizistan) Because it shows how 
a small->me gangster transformsinto a true An>gone of Kyrgyzstan, sacrificing his life 
to ensure the burial of a young fugi>ve slave in his village. This 
film powerfullydemonstrates the deep harmony between ancient cultural tradi>ons 
and universal human values. 
  
THE FRIENDS OF THE GUIMET MUSEUM FAVORITE: 
  
TO KILL A MONGOLIA HORSE by Jiang Xiaoxua (China) The portrait of this Mongolian herder, 
gradually dispossessed of his iden>ty in a society that is transforming its tradi>ons into 
tourist aOrac>ons, where neither the language or the culture surrounding the horse are 
passed on, is deeply moving. As friends of Guimet, this reflec>on on accultura>on resonates 
with our mission to preserve and promote Asia's cultural heritage. 
  
AUDIENCE AWARD FOR A FICTION FILM (offered by the city of Vesoul): 
  
THE WITNESS by Nader Saeivar (Iran) 
  



HIGH SCHOOL AWARD: 
  
KONO BASHO by Jaime Pacena II (Philippines) 
  
AUDIENCE AWARD FOR DOCUMENTARY FILMS (offered by the Agglomera1on Community 
of Vesoul): 
  
MY DEAREST VIET by Kawabata Kohei (Japon, Vietnam) 
  
YOUNG AWARD (offered by the Agglomera1on Community of Vesoul): 
  
BiNersweet Honey (Myanmar) 
  
The awarded film will be screened at Musée Guimet in Paris (27-29March 2025)  
  
The 32th edi1on of the Vesoul IFF Asian Cinemas will take place from February 26 
January to 3 February, 2026. 
  
Informa@on: 
Vesoul IFF Asian Cinemas - 25, rue du Docteur Doillon 70,000 VESOUL – France 
Tel. : + 33 (0)6 79 54 30 52 -Press contact: 06 84 84 87 46  
direc1on.fica@gmail.com - www.cinemas-asie.com 
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